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SENIORS HOUSING OPTIONS
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY

Finding housing that is both adequate and affordable is a major problem in Santa Cruz County.
Rates are high and vacancies are few. This booklet describes some of the housing options that are
available to seniors.

SUBSIDIZED HOUSING

Subsidized housing and public housing is one in the same. To qualify for subsidized housing, you must
meet low-income guidelines. If you qualify, you will pay approximately one-third of your monthly income
as rent and the government will pay the rest of the rent to an approved amount. There are two ways to
obtain subsidized housing. One way is to place your name on the public housing waiting lists; the other
way is to place your name on the Housing Authority (831-454-9455) waiting list for a voucher. The
voucher waiting list has been closed for years, check with the Housing Authority.

1. SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT COMPLEXES

There are a limited number of subsidized apartment complexes in the county designated for senior
citizens. Each one has its own waiting list. These lists are completely separate from the Housing
Authority list for vouchers. You are NOT on a waiting list for an apartment in one of these complexes
because your name is on the Housing Authority list. These are completely separate lists. You must
sign up for each apartment complex individually. Housing Authority section 8 and public housing are
two separate programs.

The names of these complexes, with addresses and phone numbers, are listed on the following pages
of this booklet. To apply for an apartment in a subsidized complex, follow these steps:

A. Contact every complex that you want to live in and fill out an application if they will accept it at
that time. You can phone the complexes, but it is even better to go in person. By actually going to

the complexes yourself, managers are able to meet and talk with you.

B. The complex may not be accepting applications when you contact them. Find out when they will
be, make a note of it, and make contact again.

C. Once your name is on a waiting list, keep the manager informed of your current address and
phone number. If the manager is unable to reach you, you will be removed from the waiting list.
Since vacancies are filled quickly, it is important that you be easily contacted.

D. Check back on a regular basis, monthly is recomended.

E. There is no limit to the number of waiting lists on which you can put your name. It is best to sign
up on several waiting lists to increase your likelihood of finding an apartment.
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2. CERTIFICATES FOR HOUSING

Senior Housing Options

Housing Choice vouchers (Section 8 vouchers) are issued by the Housing Authority. Having a
voucher entitles you to pay approximately one-third of your income as rent. There is a closed list to get
a voucher. When you receive a voucher, you must find a landlord who will accept it. An apartment does
NOT come with one. To apply:

A. Contact the Housing Authority and ask how to start the application process. If there is
anything special about your situation be sure to mention it. A pre-application form can be printed
from the Housing Authority website.

Housing Authority of Santa Cruz County
2160 41°t Avenue, Capitola, CA 95010
831-454-9455
www.hacosantacruz.org

B. Save Correspondences from the Housing Authority: It is your only proof that you were put
on the list. This may be very important later.

C. While you are waiting:
* If you move, notify the Housing Authority in writing. Give old and new addresses.

* If you receive any correspondence from the Housing Authority, answer it promptly.
Delaying may put you in danger of losing your place on the list.

* Any correspondence received from the Housing Authority should be saved; anything you
want to notify HA is done in writing. Be sure to include your reference number in your

letter.
FEDERALLY SUBSIDIZED SENIOR HOUSING RENTALS
Complex Type of Units Rates and facilities Other Information
Arbor Cove 35 units All Units Subsidized 18+ with mobility

84 Blackburn St
Santa Cruz, 95060
831-454-9548

26 one bedroom
9 studio

62+ / disabled

disabilities

East CIiff Village

1635 Tremont Dr.
Santa Cruz 95062
831-462-2400

Updated 5/1/2026

19 studio
56 one bedroom
10 disabled units

All Units Subsidized
62+

18+ yrs. + mobility
disability

24 hr live-in care
allowed. Small pet
permitted, Secured
Building, ADA

3



Senior Network Services

Senior Housing Options

Compliant

Elizabeth Oaks
1460 Jose Avenue
Santa Cruz 95062
831-462-2637

48 one bedroom
72 two bedroom
6 three bedroom

All Units Subsidized
All one bedrooms for
62+ / disabled

community area

Garfield Park
721 Bay Street 32
831-423-3411

54 studio
32 one bedroom
8 two bedroom

88 Units Subsidized
6 at market rate
62+

Accepts section 8
Small pets permitted

Gault Street Apts.
211 Gault Street
Santa Cruz, 95062
831-471-1911

36 units
28 studios
8 one bedroom

All Units Subsidized
62+

computer lab-
library, community
room

Independence Square 95 one bedroom

1355 Madison St.

Watsonville, 95076

831-724-6396

3 two bedroom

All Units Subsidized
62+ / disabled

Small pets permitted
18+ with mobility
impairments

Pajaro Vista

1955 Pajaro Lane
Freedom, 95019
831-728-1552

106 one bedroom

All Units Subsidized
62+

small pets permitted

San Lorenzo Park
134 Dakota Ave.
Santa Cruz, 95060
831 427-1841

66 one bedroom

All Units Subsidized
62+

24 hr. Live-in care
allowed. Small pets
permitted

St. Stephens Apts.

2510 Soquel Ave
Santa Cruz, 95062
1-855-278-7669

4 studio
32 one bedroom
4 two bedroom

All Units Subsidized
62+

Via Pacifica Gardens 20 studio

1860 Via Pacifica
Aptos, 95003

60 one bedroom

All Units Subsidized
62+

4 units w/wheel-chair access

Small pets
permitted
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THER FEDERALLY SUBSIDIZED RENTAL H IN

Clifford Manor 100 units All Units Subsidized
240 Clifford Avenue 110 studio 62+ / disabled
Watsonville, 95076 20 one bedroom families

831-724-4333

Dakota Apartments 24 units All Units Subsidized physical disabilities
3245 Clares St.

Capitola, CA 95010

1-800-466-7722

Must be at least 18 years of age, HUD eligible, capable of independent living, be diagnosed with a
physician disability or related neurological, congenital or orthopedic disorder that severely

affects mobility and requires the use of a wheelchair or other assistive device. To put your name on the
waiting list call for an application.

Mission Gardens 26 one bedroom All Units Subsidized 24 hour live-in

90 Grandview St. 16 two bedroom care permitted
Santa Cruz, 95060 8 three bedroom emotional / service
831-426-2036 pets permitted
Riverfront 27 one bedroom All Units Subsidized 24 hour live-in

148 S. Blaine 6 two bedroom 62+ care permitted
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 7 three bedroom Families emotional / service
831-425-1276 pets permitted
Seaside Apartments 6 one bedroom All Units Subsidized 24 hour live-in
30th Ave and Brommer 52 two bedroom 62+ care permitted
Santa Cruz, 95062 16 three bedroom Families Pet permitted

831-475-1841

Sycamore St Commons 8 one bedroom All Units Subsidized No pets
125 Sycamore St. 21 two bedroom 62+ 24 hour live-in
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 26 three bedroom Families care permitted

831-421-9061
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SENIOR APARTMENTS
(Please call to get rates and waiting list information)

Bay Avenue Senior Apartments | 750 Bay Ave, Capitola, CA 95010 | 831 464-6435
108 low-income units. Rent and income restrictions based on the area median
income. 1 -3 bedrooms. Near public transportation and grocery stores, on-site
parking, grills, balconies, and near Highway 1.

Paloma Del Mar | 2030 Pajaro Lane, Freedom, CA 95019 | 831 763-2030
104 - | bedroom, 26 - 2 bedrooms. This is not a subsidized complex, rent is under
current market rate. Affordable for seniors whose income is below 60% of the are
median. One member must be 55+. lItis a 3 story building. Has management and
community offices, laundry room, and landscaped outdoor space.

Woodland Senior Aptartments | 3050 Dover Drive, Santa Cruz, CA 95065 | 831 462-2500
54 one bedroom and 14 studios for 55+. Utilities are extra. These are section 8 apartments.
Cats and dogs are accepted.

RESIDENTIAL HOTELS

El Centro Residential Suites 110 Pacific Ave. Santa Cruz, CA 95060 / 831 459-9883
Age 60+. All units are subsidized with project-based section 8 vouchers. Rooms
are single occupancy , unfurnished with a small refrigerator, microwave, sink and
toilet. Each group of 7 - 8 rooms also has access to 2 full baths and a shared
kitchen. Tenants must meet low income guidelines.

Palomar Inn 1344 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz, CA 95060 / 831 423-7000
21+ all units are single occupancy and have private bath No kitchens, but residents
may bring a microwave or toaster and small refrigerator. Section 8 accepted.

St. George Residence 833 Front St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060 / 831 429-8229
124 furnished rooms with kitchen facilities. Not limited to seniors. Rent includes
water, electricity, and garbage. The deposit must equal one month’s rent. Initial 6
month lease, then month to month. Must meet guidelines for maximum monthly
Income.

FOR SALE
(Contact local realtors for listing)

Bay Village | 100 Cadiz Circle, Watsonville, CA 95076 | 831 688-0500 (x 2600)
55+, an active retirement community, low maintenance single family housing
surrounded by a tranquil natural setting. One or two bedrooms.

Updated 5/1/2026 6
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Pajaro Village | 739 Bronte Ave, Watsonville, CA 95076 | 866 217-1725
369 homes with clubhouse, social activities and outdoor pool, exercise room,
sauna, pool table, community garden and RV parking.

Casa La Familia Senior Condominiums | 2308 - 7th Ave., Santa Cruz, CA. | (831) 425-9416
23 single level condominiums for 62+. Very low affordable, has a
gathering house for the community. A HOA fee yearly. Located on a bus
line. Call real estate listings/neighborhood - PropertyinSantaCruz.com

Piedmont Court Senior Condominiums | 216 High St. Santa Cruz, CA 95062
26 units for 55+. It has a parking garage, workshop space, exercise room, laundry,
guest room and bike storage. HOA fees and internet. Studio, 1 and 2
bedrooms, near the bus line. Contact a local realtor for listing.

Vista Prieta Senior Condominiums off 17th Ave. Santa Cruz, CA 95062/831 425-9416
62+. Has low income restrictions. Can rent or live in but the occupant needs to
meet the income restrictions. Website: PropertyinSantaCruz.com

Measure J Housing
Below Market Rate Housing. New construction of 7+ must have 15% of units
affordable to moderate income households. Has a permanent resale price control.

Measure O Housing
Initiative requiring developers to have a percentage of the units built to be
affordable to moderate, low or very-low income households. Units can be sold or
for rent. There are deed restrictions on price.

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT REALTY FIRMS

Some real estate firms do a large property management business, and many landlords are especially
pleased to rent to seniors. For property management companies in Santa Cruz conduct an internet
search using the search terms “Santa Cruz County property management.”

CONGREGATE LIVING FACILIITIES

Offers separate apartments in buildings that also contain a central dining room, serving 2 or 3
meals per day. Also included is use of the community facilities. Full activity programs are
also provided.

Brookdale 100 Lockewood Lane, Scotts Valley 95066 | 877 926-1303
Assistance with medications, activities of daily living, services like housekeeping and meals.

Updated 5/1/2026 7
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1) Memory Care - person has 24/7 care, 2) independent living, pet-friendly restaurant style dining,
laundry service and full calendar of social events. 3) skilled nursing- provides clinical resources.

Dominican Oaks 3400 Paul Sweet Rd. Santa Cruz 95065 | 831 462-6257

206 apartments, month to month rental, 3 meals, most utilities, weekly housekeeping, laundry services,
scheduled transportation and social/cultural programs, on-site salon, fitness area, resident store,
banking services with shopping and restaurants nearby. Has assisted living services.

La Posada 609 Frederick St., Santa Cruz, CA 95062 | 831 429-9230

122 subsided studio units. Has assisted living, memory and respite care. Customized care and
service for individuals. Health behavioral recreation and social services, personal care, and
dining services.

Valley Heights 925 Freedom Blvd, Watsonville 95076 | 831 722-4884

Retirement home. 24/7 safety and security, 3 generators, 1 or 2 bedrooms. Activities and
social lifestyle, full or private dining, salon, fitness, library, tech center, small pets welcome,
and a community room.

ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES

Aeqis of Aptos 125 Heather Terrace, Aptos, CA 95003 | 831 684-2700
Supportive and caring environment to enhance independence. Restaurant-style
dining, wellness program, and transportation services. Specialized in Alzheimer's,
Dementia and Memory Care. Full schedule of social, educational, and
entertaining activities.

Sunshine Villa 80 Front St., Santa Cruz, CA 95060 | 831 459-8400
Has Memory Care, Assisted Living and Memory Care.

Westwind Memory Care 160 Jewell St. Santa Cruz, CA 95060 | 831 421-9100
Licensed Memory Care professionals

A complete list of licensed residential care facilities and skilled nursing facilities is available from:
Advocacy, Inc, 5274 Scotts Valley Dr., Suite 203, Scotts Valley, CA 95066 / 831 429-1913
Website: http://www.advocacy-inc.org/programs/ombusman-program/

Looking for a placement- California Advocates for Nursing Home Reform is a resource. ltis
dedicated to improving the choices, care and quality of life for long term care consumers.
Website: canhr.org

Updated 5/1/2026 8
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NON-PROFIT HOUSING ORGANIZATIONS

1) Non-profit Housing Association of Northern California
2) Charities Housing

3) EAH Housing

4) Mid-Peninsula Housing

5) Helplink

HOUSING WEBSITES + SEARCH TOOLS

This guide provides a list of digital platforms and local resources for finding affordable and market-rate
housing in Santa Cruz County and surrounding areas.

A. Official Affordable Housing

HACSC / Housing Authority of the County of Santa Cruz

www.hacosantacruz.org

Check Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8) status, project-based openings, income limits, rent
allowances, and program updates.

AffordableHousing.com

www.affordablehousing.com

Search engine for Housing Choice Voucher rentals and affordable housing listings. Formerly
GoSection8.

Measure O / City of Santa Cruz
www.cityofsantacruz.com
Below-market-rate rental and homeownership opportunities within Santa Cruz city limits.

Measure J / County of Santa Cruz
www.santacruzcountyca.gov
Affordable housing opportunities in unincorporated areas of Santa Cruz County.

B. Non-Profit Housing

MidPen Housing
www.midpen-housing.org
Affordable housing communities, waitlists, and application information.

Eden Housing
www.edenhousing.org
Affordable housing provider with communities in Santa Cruz County and nearby areas.

C. Public Information

211 Santa Cruz County
Dial 211 | www.211santacruzcounty.org

Updated 5/1/2026 9
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Live housing navigation, referrals, and community resource information.

211 Monterey County
Dial 211 | www.mtyhd.org/211
Helpful resources for the Pajaro / Watsonville border area.

D. Market-Rate Housing

Zillow / Trulia
www.zillow.com | www.trulia.com
Photos, maps, pricing, and rental listings.

HotPads / Apartments.com
www.hotpads.com | www.apartments.com
Helpful for setting alerts for new rental listings.

E. Community & Social Housing Searches

Facebook Marketplace

www.facebook.com/marketplace
May include smaller units, ADUs, and rentals from local owners. Always verify listings.

Nextdoor
www.nextdoor.com
Neighborhood-based housing leads and word-of-mouth opportunities.

Craigslist Housing
sfbay.craigslist.org
High volume of listings. Watch for scams and never send money before verifying a property.

F. Shared Housing

Roommates.com
www.roommates.com
For seniors interested in shared housing, home-sharing, or roommate arrangements.

Search Tips

e Set alerts: Use notification features on rental websites to receive updates about new listings.

e Be prepared: Keep a digital or physical folder with your ID, proof of income, and references
ready.

e Verify listings: Always tour a property in person before sending money.

e Use caution: Be alert for scams, especially listings that ask for payment before a tour or
application process.
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APPENDIX A — IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS

Housing Authority of the County of Santa Cruz
831-454-9455

211 Santa Cruz County
Dial 211

Senior Network Services
831-462-1433

HICAP Medicare Counseling
831-462-5510

Long-Term Care Ombudsman (Advocacy, Inc.)
831-429-1913

Adult Protective Services
831-454-2273

Social Security Administration
1-800-772-1213

Veterans Services Office
831-454-7276

APPENDIX B — HOUSING TERMS GLOSSARY

ADA
Americans with Disabilities Act accessibility standards.

AMI (Area Median Income)
The median household income used to determine affordable housing eligibility.

BMR (Below Market Rate)
Housing offered below current market rental or sales prices.

HUD
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8)
A rental assistance program that helps eligible households pay rent in privately owned housing.

Project-Based Voucher
Rental assistance attached to a specific apartment unit rather than to an individual.
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Waitlist

A list maintained by a housing provider when no units are currently available.

Senior Housing Options

APPENDIX C — HOUSING SEARCH CHECKLIST
Before applying, gather the following documents:

[J Photo identification

1 Social Security card

1 Proof of income

L] Bank statements

U Tax returns (if requested)

] Rental history

L1 Personal references

1 Medical documentation (if disability-based housing)
L] Benefit award letters

L1 Emergency contact information

APPENDIX D — HOUSING SCAM PREVENTION

Never:

Pay money before touring a property.

Wire money to unknown individuals.

Share banking information before verifying the property.
Trust listings that appear significantly below market value.

Always:

Visit properties in person.

Verify ownership or management.

Keep copies of applications and receipts.
Research the property online.

Ask questions and trust your instincts.

Senior Network Services is a nonprofit, multipurpose, resource agency providing information and
assistance, care management, housing support, and health
insurance counseling, in Santa Cruz County since 1974.

This information is also available at www.seniornetworkservices.org

*Due to the changing nature of the information in this directory, reproduction and

is limited to Senior Network Services.
distribution
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IMPORTANT NOTICE

This publication is intended as a general resource. While every effort has been made to
ensure the information is accurate at the time of printing, program availability, eligibility
requirements, contact information, hours of operation, and other details are subject to
change. Please contact the listed organization directly to confirm current information.
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